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Presbytery News 
March 2021 Issue 1 

Welcome to the 1st Issue of Presbytery News 
This is a bimonthly ezine of news from across the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shet-

land, compiled by your Communications Officer,  

Dr. Sundari Joseph Tel: 07860 621934  Email: SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Celebrating our first union of churches 
Mastrick, Northfield and Summerhill 

 

On Monday 1st Feb 2021, Aberdeen North Parish Church came into being, with the 

union of the three churches, Mastrick, Northfield and Summerhill. This was the first 
grouping outlined in the Presbytery Plan to come together. It has been facilitated by 

the proactive vision of the congregations of Mastrick, Northfield and Summerhill Par-

ish churches.   

They realised that their congregational numbers and the circumstances related to 

their existing church buildings needed radical action to develop and nurture a new 
and innovative way of being a church. They chose to come together and become one 
church and are now known as the ‘Aberdeen North Parish Church of Scotland’. The 

ministers at Mastrick Church, the Rev Susan Sutherland and the Rev Michael She-
wan at Summerhill Church have been actively working to bring their congregations 

together since 2017.  

They have held many shared services and social events including holidays away which 
have allowed the members of each church to get to know each other. They have appre-

ciated the need to come together to ensure the continuity of a church community in 

the area.    

More recently, the Northfield congregation has also been working with the other two 
congregations to help bring the three of them together as one. The Northfield minister, 

the Rev Scott Guy, retired at the end of 2020.  
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All three churches cur-
rently offer facilities for 
different community 

groups and uniformed 
organisations with reg-
ular visitors from their 

communities. This is 
important in these are-

as of Aberdeen and can 
be vital for the mental, 
emotional and spiritual 

well-being of individu-
als.  

This new venture will 
enhance this provision with modern facilities and ample car 
parking space and it will be funded through the sale of the 

present buildings.  There is a feeling of excitement amongst church leaders and church 
members as they recognise that the Church of Scotland is investing in creating ‘well 
equipped spaces in the right places’. This positive development for the years ahead is 

helping church communities to get through these pandemic times and to look forward 
to a brighter future. They will firmly plant a community of faith promoting the work of 

the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland, Church of Scotland’s vision to ‘reimagine 
and renew’ congregational life for the 21st Century.  

Rev Susan Sutherland 

Minister at Mastrick 
Church said, “Ministers 

can often feel isolated 
and become lone work-
ers, but working togeth-

er in a team ministry 
means we can bring our 
different experiences 

and different gifts to our 
roles. We are better to-

gether.” 

Rev Michael Shewan  

Minister at Summerhill 
Church said, “We both 

have experience of being 
involved in a new build 
church. The mission of 

the church is to reach 
out to people with the 
message that God is 

there to care for them.  

A purpose-built building 

will give us the oppor-
tunity to make this new 
space a convenient and 

welcoming place for peo-
ple from all sectors of 

the community”.  

Rev Susan Sutherland and Rev 

Michael Shewan, Ministers at the 

newly formed Aberdeen North 

Parish Church 

Introducing our Presbytery Clerk and Depute Clerk.  
They work tirelessly behind the scenes to keep all Presbytery matters up to date and 

enable decisions to be made and actions to be taken. What have they been up to re-
cently and what makes their jobs so rewarding?  

 

Lately, things have been busy in relation to giving advice on im-

plementing the Presbytery Plan.  Achieving the Aberdeen North 

Union was significant in my view, not least in the nature of the 

Team Ministry.  Another area is Presbytery reform, where I’m 

Convener of the committee for the creation of the new North 

East and Northern  Isles Presbytery.  This is a huge task and 

there’s still a lot of work to be done in the fairly short time we’ve 

been given.  What makes the job rewarding is the fact that I 

work with people who are dedicated to advancing the Kingdom 

and seek to continue to develop a Church in Aberdeen that 

meets the needs of our changing world.    

This is a pioneering 
development and we 

wish the congrega-
tions and ministers 

every blessing as they 
embark on this new 

journey of faith  

Rev. Dr. John Ferguson 

Presbytery Clerk 
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As a result of the pandemic I have been working  

from home for a solid year, the Presbytery Office  

phoneline is diverted and my husband has  

become my unpaid “PA” who delivers me latte  

and suffers my workplace jokes!  I always find it  

difficult to describe my role; no two days are the  

same and predicting a week can be like  

predicting the weather! 

My main role is ensuring that Presbyters and  

Congregations are kept informed of the work of  

Presbytery and the General Assembly.  

The most rewarding part of the job I would say is  

working with so many incredibly hard working, 

dedicated volunteers and staff in the Church of 

Scotland; all bringing a vast list of talent and experience, I simply find this humbling and in-

spiring. I am immensely proud to be a small part of the Local and the National church.  I think 

often of those who are no longer with us; though helped shape who we are today.  In my early 

days with Presbytery, I was grateful to the “fountain of knowledge” that was the Reverend Dr 

Henry Sefton and to my predecessor Moira Cameron.  Today, I am grateful for the great working 

relationships that I have with John Ferguson, the Presbytery Clerk, and our dedicated Treasur-

er, Alan Morrison.  I think very fondly of so many in our congregations and of many within our 

Presbytery.  

I am passionate that we try to be the positive image of the Church of Scotland; after all, we are 

all the face of the Church of Scotland! And as we look forward and step on what sometimes 

feels like uneven ground, we do so in the knowledge that we travel on the shoulders of giants 

and that we are safely guided in the love and grace of God. The pandemic has by no means 

stopped us, we are still Church! We came through the storm! I am still humbled.  

Mrs. Cheryl Brankin, Depute Clerk 

The Presbyteries of Shetland and Aberdeen united in July 2020 to form one Presbytery. 

Shetland churches are commencing Phase 2 of the Presbytery Plan, to reshape the 

church estate to allow for the renewal and revitalisation of the Church of Scotland in 

these areas. Phase 1 included the sale of Bressay, Sand Quarff Sandwick manse and 

Sullom buildings. Weisdale Church and St. Magnus Yell are under offer. Fetlar Church 

is on the market. There is community interest in purchasing the Bigton Church. The 

church building at Fair Isle should be valued soon once the Covid restrictions are lift-

ed. Phase two begins with the sale of buildings at Hillswick, Sandness, Voe, Cunnings-

burgh and Foula. Voe will be going on the market later in the year. There is a commu-

nity group interested in purchasing Baxter chapel in Foula and valuation will take 

place once the Covid restrictions. Eleven places of worship will remain in Shetland. The 

Church of Scotland has appointed 3 full time ministers and 3 full time support posts to 

bring about these changes and plan for the future. 

Shetland   

 We pray for all the changes happening on these Islands 
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Presbytery Snippets  

The Communications Strategy 2021

-2023 was approved at the March 
Presbytery meeting and is available 

on the website. It outlines internal 
and external communication for 
Churches and congregations under-

pinned by the vision of the Church 
of Scotland and the Presbytery of 
Aberdeen and Shetland. It sets out a 

communication plan to take us 
through the unprecedented times 

ahead coming out of the pandemic 
and as we implement the 10 year 
Presbytery Plan and look towards 

the union of 6 Presbyteries by 2023. 

https://

www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.or

g.uk/communications-resources/ 

 

Take a look at the Communication 

Resources Tab and find out how 

you can improve your messages on 

Facebook and your website. 

Check out the feeds from Facebook 

and Twitter from the Church of 

Scotland on our home page   

https://

www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.o

rg.uk/  

 

Our talented Minister Rev. Mary Whittaker 

(St. John’s for Deaf People) communicates 

with the hard of hearing and profoundly deaf 

community by creating beautiful envelopes 

and personal letters for her congregation to 

keep in touch when they are unable to meet 

in person. Her remarkable story to become a 

Minister whilst being deaf herself was pub-

lished in the Press and Journal newspaper 

recently. Her letters have to be written very 

differently incorporating British Sign Lan-

guage (BSL) within their format. Check out 

the details on our website:  

https://

www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/

latest-news/reaching-out-to-the-hard-of-

hearing-community-during-the-pandemic/  

What’s happening  

for Easter?  
Churches are alive and well and 
busy working hard to make Easter 

a special experience whether it is 
online or in person.  

 
We have highlighted  

just three examples  
on the next page 

 

https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/communications-resources/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/communications-resources/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/communications-resources/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/reaching-out-to-the-hard-of-hearing-community-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/reaching-out-to-the-hard-of-hearing-community-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/reaching-out-to-the-hard-of-hearing-community-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/reaching-out-to-the-hard-of-hearing-community-during-the-pandemic/
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Ferryhill Parish Church  

Rev. Peter Johnston 

Folks from across Scotland, 

through Ferryhill’s Virtual 

Choir, are creating five East-

er pieces that will be made 

available for other churches 

to use in their online worship 

or to supplement in-person 

worship at a time when we 

cannot sing together in per-

son. With a year’s experience 

now in making these virtual 

choir songs and anthems, 

garnered throughout the 

pandemic, these songs are a 

gift to those who contribute 

their individual parts, to 

those who may see someone 

they know participating and 

have a sense of worshipping 

together in song, and for the 

wider church. Rev Peter 

Johnston says, ‘It is my hope 

and prayer that these songs, 

in all their variety, will help 

people to come closer to Je-

sus’ journey through Holy 

Week from Palm Sunday to 

Easter Day.  

We’re in for a treat ! 

https://

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org/ 

 Dyce Parish Church 

Rev. Manson Merchant 

Dyce church is ready to 

welcome worshippers to 
their Easter  

services which will be 
held in the church  

following strict  

guidelines 
 

Palm Sunday  
(28th March @ 11.00) 

Maundy Thursday  
(1st April @ 19.00) 

 Good Friday  

(2nd April @ 19.00) 
 Easter Sunday  

(4th April @ 11.00)   

 
In addition they are  

hosting a Easter Sunrise 
service via Zoom on Easter 

Sunday @ 06.00)   

 
Events to engage the Dyce 

community include  
• An Easter Egg Trail & 

Prayer  

• Reflection space in the 
Community Garden  

Both events will run from 

Saturday 27 March to Sun-
day 11 April.  

 
To enquire about any of 

these events email:  

register.dyce@outlook.com 

Torry St. Fittick’s Par-

ish Church 

Rev. Edmond Gatima 

The Messy Church team 

have been busy prepar-
ing for Messy Easter 

online.   

Packs of craft activities, 
Easter eggs and the Bi-

ble Society booklet "The 
Seriously Surprising 
Story" have been deliv-

ered to 80 children in 
the community in readi-

ness for the zoom event 

on 27th March.   

Here is the YouTube 

link to the story 

https://

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ndtnZV-

5QTo&t=16s     

 

The team want to say a 

big "Thank You" to the 
local Spar for their gen-
erous donation of Easter 

eggs.  

 

This is a great  
example of church 
and community  
involvement for  
Easter 

https://www.ferryhillparishchurch.org/
https://www.ferryhillparishchurch.org/
mailto:register.dyce@outlook.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndtnZV-5QTo&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndtnZV-5QTo&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndtnZV-5QTo&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndtnZV-5QTo&t=18s
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A prayer 

from our 
Moderator 

 
Rev.  

Hutton  

Steel 

Happy Easter to all our Presbyters  

This is your ezine  

 
Please send your stories for the May edition  

by 3rd May 2021  
to  

Sundari Joseph– Communications Officer 

SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 
  
 

Lord God, as we approach Holy Week and Easter we rejoice in our 

hearts that once again we shall be able to go with Jesus through the 
days which led to the crucifixion and then on to Easter where Jesus in 

all His risen glory displayed to the world that death had no dominion 

over him. 

Jesus has provided the bridge for us to follow Him all the way to your 
nearer presence in all the glories of your heavenly kingdom. The grati-

tude we feel is deep and permeates our whole being. We pray for the 
strength and courage to spread abroad the mighty news of the Gospel. 
We are your ambassadors and in your service we shall find our deepest 

joy. 

We still find ourselves being affected by the global pandemic which has 
taken its toll on so many people and their families. We ask your bless-

ing and comfort upon those who have lost loved ones and who have, 
and are, suffering from the effects of Covid-19. As we give thanks for all 
those who have worked so hard to make our paths as light as possible 

at this time we also pray for an end to this pandemic. 

We offer all our prayers through our risen and glorious Saviour, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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