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Presbytery News

Welcome to the 2nd Issue of Presbytery News
This is a bimonthly ezine of news from across the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland, compiled by your Communications Officer,
Dr. Sundari Joseph Tel: 07860 621934 Email: SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk

Our new Building Officer
Rev. Ian Murray has been appointed as Building Officer for the
Presbyteries of Aberdeen and Shetland, Kincardine & Deeside, Buchan, Gordon and by 2023, Orkney and part of Moray.
The Church of Scotland is appointing 6 Building Officers across
Scotland to follow through with their 2019 Radical Action Plan to
reshape how church land and buildings are used.
Ian has been involved in the restructuring and repurposing of
churches and congregations for some time and his experiences
earlier in life have shaped his interest in this new role.
Ian’s role will involve assessing the needs of congregations and
communities to make decisions about the condition of buildings,
their potential, their location as well as consideration of churches’
financial situation and long-term plans. Initially, he will focus on
carrying out building surveys to help with the Presbytery Planning process in Kincardine and
Deeside and Gordon Presbyteries, but also working with any other issues concerning buildings throughout the whole of the east of Scotland and Shetland. In addition to assisting in the
Presbytery Planning process, Ian will also be helping congregations to follow a new care and
maintenance programme known as the Land and Buildings Tool Kit which is currently being
drawn up. (Continued on page 2)

“Unless the Lord builds the house,
the builders labour in vain.”
Psalm 127:1
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In this photo Ian is repointing a wall with
traditional lime and mortar
Ian says, “From my young adulthood and time as an
apprentice joiner, I’ve always had an interest in
buildings and how we use and adapt them for our
needs. Over the years, as well as being involved in
building projects within the church, I’ve owned and
renovated several properties in Edinburgh, and more
recently, over the past three years, managed the significant restoration of Kilmorie House in Elgin, which my family now run as a guest house with
additional self-catering accommodation. I’ve always been familiar with the building and construction industry, and I’m currently undertaking post graduate studies through the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors to gain a basic qualification as a building surveyor. Between winding up my Interim Ministry commitments to the Kirk of St Nicholas and St Mark’s Aberdeen, and
studying something of a “crash course”, this is a very busy but hugely exciting time.”

Having been brought up in the Aberdeen and Moray
areas and working at one time as a construction joiner and carpenter with William Grant and Sons, Glenfiddich Distillery, Dufftown, he is well placed to appreciate local communities. His ministerial career began in 2002 and combined with his social work background he is well equipped to serve with care and
compassion. He moves from his current post as Interim Minister for the Church of Scotland to complete
exams with the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors, starting his new position on 16th June 2021.
Ian says, “Today, the Church faces some of the most significant challenges that it has
ever faced and some radical changes are required. These are reflected in many of the
recently approved Presbytery Plans as we seek to build a sustainable, healthy, mission
focused church for the future. Essentially, there are two parts to my role. One part will
be working with congregations to help and encourage them in their care and maintenance of our buildings, but there’s also a role in working alongside congregations and
presbyteries to help them decide which buildings are important for the future and how
they can be used to the fullest potential for the worshipping congregation and wider
community.
For many congregations their church building is fundamental to their identity. Seeing
their buildings close or be sold will be a difficult process of change for many people.
Ian speaks of ‘encouraging church communities to find new identities’ and working
collaboratively as the Church of Scotland plans for developing ‘well equipped spaces in
the right places.’
Contact details:
For Rev. Ian Murray imurray@churchofscotland.org.uk
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We celebrate the renewal of activities in many churches after
a long period of waiting…….
Cults Parish Church are very excited to be opening their Hub
Café again. They have some outdoor stalls planned for June. These
will run at the same time as the café is open (10am-1pm Weds &
Thurs). The stalls will be fundraising for a number of different charities, including Christian Aid, Traidcraft and Leprosy Mission.
http://www.cultsparishchurch.co.uk

At Bridge of Don Oldmachar ’Hybrid’ services have commenced...
Judith Byers, session clerk says, “We have tried to be as inclusive as possible with
our services and are now running a “hybrid” style service of service - worshippers in
church joining with those live on zoom at home and then
posting later on Facebook, YouTube and our website. It’s
wonderful to have those on zoom participating (and sometimes preaching!) via zoom! We also distribute printed
copies of the service for those without technology to support joining us. We are looking at innovative ways to attract our next minister and to raise the profile of
Oldmachar and to get the message out that we are vacant
and hopeful.”
http://www.oldmacharchurch.org
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Presbytery Snippets

Rev Fran Henderson and Youth Worker
Ellen Griffiths Weir holding the 2021
Challenge tee-shirt

The Living Well Project at Newhills
Church are holding the ‘Brimmond
Challenge’

Five members of the Ministry Team of
Shetland Church of Scotland prepared to
walk five miles a day for a month - and it
is all for charity.

The aim of The Living Well Project is to
improve the physical, emotional & social wellbeing within local communities
for those socially isolated and also for
those living with dementia and their
carers. The Befriending Service was set
up in 2010 and the Living Well Cafés in
2015.

They raised money for Christian Aid by
taking part in its ‘300,000 steps in May’
Challenge. Rev. Fran Henderson says
“We are so grateful for the hope that the
vaccine has given us. We want to say
thank you by giving something back. We
also want to get outside and stretch our
legs after long months of working from
home.”

Jeannette Abel and Linda Rendall in
the photo who run the café at Glebe
Cottage, Newhills said,
“We are doing the 'Brimmond Challenge' to raise much-needed funds for
the charity. It takes place on Saturday
5 June when we will climb Brimmond
Hill from dawn till dusk….well from 7
am to 7 pm – the days are getting longer and very soon it will be the longest
day! It is a small hill but, as we were
reminded recently, we are both over
60!

Each participant will need to walk
around 10,000 steps every day. The money raised will go towards combatting the
effects of climate change on some of the
world’s poorest communities. The Shetland Kirk has long supported Christian
Aid, which works with people in need regardless of their faith.

We are so grateful to also be supported
by a group of Occupational Therapists
from Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. We
will all be mindful of social distancing.” There is a JustGiving page for donations at:

Christian Aid Week itself ran from 10th16th May this year. Donations can still
be made online at:

https://www.justgiving.com/
campaign/brimmondchallenge

www.justgiving.com/team/shetlandkirk.

http://thelivingwellproject.org.uk/thebrimmond-challenge/
See Article in Press & Journal paper on Saturday 22nd May
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I was asked to write a short article on my time as Moderator of A farewell message
the Presbytery these past two years. One of the main changes
from our Moderawe underwent during this time was the amalgamation of two
tor
Presbyteries into one to become the Presbytery of Aberdeen &
Rev. Hutton Steel
Shetland. We would have celebrated this union by having a
special service but like many events during the past year this
was not possible due to the global pandemic.
It seems like another world since I moderated my first meeting
of Presbytery at Queens Cross. The meetings were most familiar apart from the fact that I was now in the chair. Our Presbytery however is not difficult to moderate as we are a friendly
bunch who, although we may not always agree, respect each
other’s points of view. The approval of the Presbytery Plan was
quite a challenge to handle due to our meetings changing to
the Zoom format but handle it we did. We should be rightly
proud that a huge amount of work was undertaken and completed despite the restrictions of Covid. Once again good sense
prevailed amongst Presbyters and we were able to approve the
plan last July.
As already mentioned the Zoom format for meetings was quite a challenge for an old
boy like myself. However, Zoom has now become part and parcel of our congregational
life as well as our Presbytery life. Once we return to more normal ways of meetings I
am sure that Zoom will continue to play a role in one way or another.
We have missed services and events that would normally have taken place and have
had to be cancelled. However, my first year as Moderator still allowed me to preside
and attend various gatherings representing the Presbytery. It was an especial privilege
to preside at the induction of Tanya at Midstocket, the ordination of Joan at Dyce and
the ordination and induction of Jonny at Newhills– these have been high points. These
evenings of celebration spent with congregations will remain as treasured memories of
my time as Moderator.
My time as Moderator is now coming to an end and I wish all God’s blessings to Rev.
Maggie Whyte as she takes over at the June meeting. It has been an honour and a
privilege to have served as Moderator of the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland and
I now look forward to returning to the back benches or should that be pews!

The laying on of hands at the
ordination and induction of
The Rev. Jonny Clipston at
Newhills Parish Church.
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Check out the Congregations Page on the Presbytery
Website

The ‘congregations’ tab on the Presbytery website has been given a bit of a face lift with
the logos of churches and ministers photos added. If you click on your own church’s
logo you will see it takes you to some information about contacts and services. In addition it has a link to your Facebook page and website. This will provide visitors to the
site the most up to date information about your congregation’s activities.
You will notice we’ve started adding the ministers’ photos on the opposite side of the
page. If you don’t see your own minister’s photo please give them a gentle nudge to
send in a photo or an image they prefer to have displayed here.
We hope you like it.
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/congregations-and-ministers/

This is your ezine
Please send your stories for the July edition
by 5th July 2021
to
Sundari Joseph– Communications Officer
SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk
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