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     Presbytery News 
January 2022 Issue 6 

Welcome to the 6th Issue of Presbytery News 
This is a bimonthly ezine of news from across the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland,  
compiled by your Communications Officer, Dr. Sundari Joseph  
Tel: 07860 621934  Email: SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk  (Working days Tues-Thurs)  

 

Remembering Rev. George Cowie 1963-2021 

 
In December we mourned the loss of a great col-
league and friend of the Presbytery of Aberdeen 
and Shetland.  
Rev. George Cowie was the minister of Holburn 
Central Church from 1999 and in 2006 it became 
South Holburn Church uniting with Ruthrieston 
South Church.  He died peacefully after a long ill-
ness.  
 
 

While serving the congregation of South Holburn, George shared clerking duties at the former 
Presbytery of Aberdeen with Rev Dr John Ferguson who said he was privileged to call him a 
friend for 30 years. 
"George was an outstanding parish minister who cared deeply for his people," said Dr Fergu-
son, clerk to the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland. He was a superb presbytery clerk and 
brought wisdom and clear thinking to the role. George had a very sharp mind, a brilliant sense 
of humour and he showed deep compassion to others in so many ways. He was a very good 
friend and I always knew that I could turn to him for sound advice and could rely on his strong 
support. The Church has lost a true servant of Christ and our thoughts and prayers go out to 
his family at this very sad time." 
He was appointed a Chaplain-in-Ordinary to Her Majesty the Queen in 2017 during a service 
at South Holburn Church. George played a pivotal role in establishing a partnership between 
the Presbytery of Aberdeen, the University of Aberdeen and Zomba Theological College in 
Malawi to provide additional training to ministers from the African country. It ensured that stu-
dents no longer had to travel to the UK to study Masters degrees. 
During his time in Aberdeen, George was a strong supporter of chaplaincy within the UK oil 
and gas industry. He provided invaluable assistance to the trustees of the Oil Chaplaincy 
Trust after former chaplain, Rev Andrew Jolly, fell ill. Following his death in 2010, George 
helped them appoint his successor who is Rev Gordon Craig. 
Rev. Craig said: "George was a man who touched the lives of so many with his compassion 
and humour and I consider it an honour to have known him. I can think of no other who epito-
mised the word ‘gentleman' better."  
Continued on Page 2 
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He left Aberdeen in 2017 to take up the Presbytery Clerk role for the Presbytery of Glasgow. 

Whilst he was born in Dundee, Glasgow was where he had been raised during his childhood 

years. George was educated at the University of Glasgow and trained as a civil engineer. 

He worked with Tayside Regional Council in Dundee before following in his father’s foot-

steps by entering the ministry. 

George was also the convener of the Church's Legal Questions Committee and served as 

acting Depute Clerk to the General Assembly in 2014-15. 

His funeral took place on 12th January at New Kilpatrick Church in Bearsden. It was led by 

Rev. Roddy Hamilton who spoke of him as deeply 

caring minister who was shaped by the churches he 

worked in. However, he also had a deep love of 

cars and as an engineer enjoyed taking out the en-

gines. With this engineering mind he solved many 

of the problems in Presbytery but with a massive 

dose of common sense and wise counsel. He had a 

great sense of humour and said to Roddy, ‘Don’t 

take the church too seriously’ Each time he did that 

he mentioned he was promoted! His love for his 

wife Marian and his son Graeme and daughter Kay 

was spoken about as a deep love that endured 33 

years of a happy marriage. 

Article on faith and young people in the Press and Journal Jan 22 

Following on from the article in December 2020 about the search for meaning in life during 
the pandemic 
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/the-search-for-meaning-
article-in-the-press-and-journal-30th-dec-2020/ 
the P&J have been interested to learn from us about how we feel younger people are re-
sponding to faith issues in their lives. 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the information in this article which was pub-
lished in the P&J on 2nd January 2022. 

 
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-
news/faith-and-young-people-what-do-some-of-our-
presbyters-say/ 
 
There is evidence that suggests young people are 
turning their attention to spiritual matters and perhaps 
as a result of the pandemic they have had the time to 
ponder the bigger questions in life. We have some 
amazing work with young people happening within our 
Presbytery and it’s always good to share these initia-
tives. We have kept some anonymity around some of 
the contributors to this article due to the nature of their 
work, but the article has highlighted the work and 

views of Rev. Robert Smith, Rubislaw Parish Church; Rev. Jonny Clipston, Newhills Par-
ish Church and Susan Van der Plas affiliated to Stockethill Church Aberdeen and Project 
worker from the charity The Samuel Trust. This charity is a Christian based organisation 
that supports families and children in the city. Thank you to all presbyters who work with 
children and young people in our Presbytery and if you have anything you would like to 
share about this work please submit to the next edition of Presbytery News. 

https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/the-search-for-meaning-article-in-the-press-and-journal-30th-dec-2020/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/the-search-for-meaning-article-in-the-press-and-journal-30th-dec-2020/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/faith-and-young-people-what-do-some-of-our-presbyters-say/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/faith-and-young-people-what-do-some-of-our-presbyters-say/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/faith-and-young-people-what-do-some-of-our-presbyters-say/
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How do you solve a problem of moving a gravestone weighing almost a 
ton? 

The Shetland Amenity Trust have been working with 
the Church of Scotland and the Shetland Ministry 
Team to excavate a precious gravestone from Voe 

church in Olnafirth, and transport it for safekeeping in 
the Shetland Museum and Archives (SMAA). 

As church buildings are sold there are many items of 

historical significance and by working together with or-

ganisations such as the SMAA these important items 

can be secured and preserved for future generations. 

Museum curator, Dr Ian Tait, who has been liaising with the Church of Scotland, explained, 
“We can be quite sparing in what we select on behalf of the museum. Primarily we are interest-
ed in obtaining ‘moveable’ objects that either show us what church life was like centuries ago, 
or are unique to the relevant church. For hundreds of years the Church of Scotland have been 
unofficial custodians of church history, and with the closures, they were mindful that they want-

ed the church heritage to be saved for the future. Of all the items, the most significant, and 
largest, is the gravestone from Olnafirth church in Delting. The slab is the memorial to the Rev. 
Alexander Dunbar, who died in 1708. The stone was removed twice before and wasn’t original-
ly part of where it had been latterly (Voe Church). Therefore the Church agreed that it be 

moved for its long-term preservation. There are not many gravestones in Shetland from the be-
ginning of the 18th century, and those that have survived are in graveyards and have invariably 
weathered. This particular stone, however, has always been kept inside and so the condition is 
remarkably good.” 

“Removal was far from straightforward, but getting three-quarters 

of a ton safely onto the floor and out a narrow doorway went with-

out a hitch. Any moves in future will be a lot easier and we look for-

ward to working with the Church of Scotland into next year on this 

project.” 

 
“This magnificent monument is six 
feet high and three feet wide.  It has 
the coat-of-arms of Alexander Dunbar 
and his wife, Mary Mowat.  
 
 
 
 

 
The church was dilapidated after more than 150 years of use, and 
the Presbytery decided to build a replacement. The new one was 
built in 1867 and the Dunbar memorial was removed to the new 
church. History repeated itself in 1953 when the second church 
itself had become unsafe, and a new building went up.  Once 
more, the Dunbar slab was moved and incorporated in the church 
wall.  The present church is being sold, and the stone has moved 
again.”  

 
Continued on page 4 
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What do we know of Rev. Alexander Dunbar? 
Alexander Dunbar was born in 1623 in Morayshire, and had 
been a minister in Banffshire before being transferred to 
Delting in 1668. Alexander married Mary Mowat (from 
Balquholly, near Turriff, Aberdeenshire), and they had two 
sons and two daughters. Rev. Dunbar was Moderator of the 
Presbytery of Shetland for thirteen years, and also served on 
the Church of Scotland's Commission of Assembly from 
1700 to 1706, when he resigned through infirmity. In May 
1707 Alexander Dunbar set aside 200 merks in a testament, 
for the benefit of the poor of Delting parish; taking into ac-

count coin valuations and exchange rate for the time, this would equate to anywhere between 
£1,300 to £2,500 today.  Status was important to many of the Scottish settlers in Shetland, 
and the Dunbars had money enough to have a superb stone made to memorialise Alexander. 
 
Our thanks to Dr. Tait and his team for uncovering the history behind this gravestone. 
You can read more in this blog: 
https://www.shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk/blog/kirk-artefacts-to-be-saved-by-shetland-
museum 
The various artefacts will be taken into the museum collections, and the museum intends to 
hold a temporary exhibition of saved items at some point in the future.  
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2021/11/30/church-artefacts-salvaged-by-museum/ 

Message from Rt Hon Lord Wallace of Tankerness QC Moderator General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland: 

“To celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, I am delighted to highlight a few 
opportunities to mark Her faithful service, as we give thanks to God for Her Majesty’s wit-
ness during her reign”. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please find attached a link with details of how congregations might become involved with 
singing the ‘Song For the Commonwealth’ from a location of their choice at 9:45pm on 
Thursday 2 June 2022.   Also at 9:45pm on 2 June, Platinum Jubilee Beacons will be lit in 
Britain and throughout the Commonwealth; information on how to mark the occasion in this 
way can be found in the attached Guide. 

https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/HM-The-
Queens-Jubilee-Participation-Guide.pdf 

 

The celebrations further include the Queen’s Green Canopy project, encouraging tree plant-
ing to celebrate Her Majesty's 70 years of service: https://queensgreencanopy.org/   

Complimentary saplings are kindly being provided by the Woodland Trust; application details 

will soon be available online:  https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-

communities/  

 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee– A date for your diary 

https://www.shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk/blog/kirk-artefacts-to-be-saved-by-shetland-museum
https://www.shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk/blog/kirk-artefacts-to-be-saved-by-shetland-museum
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2021/11/30/church-artefacts-salvaged-by-museum/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/HM-The-Queens-Jubilee-Participation-Guide.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/HM-The-Queens-Jubilee-Participation-Guide.pdf
https://queensgreencanopy.org/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
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Presbytery Snippets  

At the invitation of Shetland's main supermarket, Tesco in Lerwick, 

a group from the Parish (L-R Michele Simms, Margaret Clark, 

Aileen Brown, Linda Peterson, Rev Lynn Brady), sang carols for 

90 minutes on a busy pre-Christmas Saturday. Tesco Community 

Champion, Derry Meredith said: "The carols were greatly appreci-

ated and lifted the spirits of shoppers and staff alike. It was super 

hearing them being sung throughout the 

store."  

The money raised was donated to Crossreach’s Walter & Joan Gray 

Home, Scalloway. Senior Care Worker Maureen Meredith (L) from 

the Home received a cheque for £198.40 from the Parish Develop-

ment Worker, Michele Simms (R) 

Since 2019, the Bridge of Don Community Council 
have reached out to the many organisations in the 
Bridge of Don, including the schools, churches, clubs, 
charities etc.  The idea was to work together to improve 
the area and the “Bridge of Don Better Together group” 
was born.  Both Oldmachar Church and St Columba’s 
are very active in this group and the group decided to 

run a Christmas event by the community for the community.  

Judith Byers, Session Clerk at Bridge of Don Oldmachar Church said, ‘On Sunday 5th De-
cember 2021, the “Christmas in Bridge of Don Big Light Switch on” outdoor event was well-
attended by the community (over-subscribed and numbers had to be limited). Thanks to the 
generosity of member groups and local businesses, it was a free event. It featured a choir of 
8 composed of 4 different churches whose voices blended beautifully - singing carols and ac-
companied by a section of Granite City Band. There was a pop-up nativity and it was a joy to 
see children so keen to take part and we pray that along with the nativity silhouette this will 
play a vital part in the providence of God, in communicating the importance of Jesus’ birth 
and reason for his coming, as our Saviour. All of this was enjoyed by our community as they 
enjoyed their hot chocolate on a cold winter afternoon. 

It was a truly wonderful event, supported by a team of over 80 volunteers including from our 
local community groups and churches. A charity collection during the event raised £325 for 
Aberdeen Cyrennians and Calvin Ramsay from the Dons lit the tree at the top of Westfield 
Park behind St Columba’s Church.  This launched a trail of 14 sites around the Bridge of Don 
area – schools, churches, care homes etc which all had a festive decoration outside or visible 
from outside and once all letters were collected, a festive phrase was revealed.   The trail 
could be completed any time between 5 Dec and 22 Dec.   

It was an amazing ex-
ample of a community 
working together to cre-
ate an event and thanks 
go to all the volunteers 
who made this so 
worthwhile.’ 

There were many charitable events across the Presbytery with churches  

reaching out to wider communities at Christmas time.  

Here are some examples…... 
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This is your ezine-if you don’t see your church news then please get in 
touch and make sure you are in the next edition.  
Send your stories for the March edition  
by 4th March 2022 to  

Sundari Joseph– Communications Officer 
 

SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 

Conference: Church in the 21st 

Century 

What role does the church play in society? 

How do we understand the church and sac-

raments in the economy of God? What are 

wise ways to think about the church in the 

21st Century? This conference seeks to 

consider these questions and more with two 

of the UK’s leading ecclesiologists.  

Featuring: Reverend Dr Julie Gittoes, Vicar 

of St Mary's and Christ Church (Hendon) 

Professor Tom Greggs, Marischal Chair of 

Divinity at the University of Aberdeen 

 To register and for more information con-

tact: joel.pierce@abdn.ac.uk 

www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/centreministrystudies  

THE GATE OF THE YEAR 

'God Knows' by Minnie Louise Haskins 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate 

of the year: 

"Give me a light that I may tread safely into 

the unknown". 

And he replied: 

‘Go out into the darkness and put your 

hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and 

safer than a known way’. 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of 

God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the 

breaking of day in the lone East.” 

Moderator’s Visit to the Presbytery-February 2022 

The annual visit by the Moderator General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
Rt Hon Lord Wallace of Tankerness QC will take place on Friday 11th February.  

This will mark the Founder’s Day celebrations at the University of Aberdeen.  

He will be preaching at Kings College Chapel and High Hilton Parish Church  

Long service certificates will be presented to Presbyters– more details will follow  
from the Presbytery Office. 
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