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   Presbytery News 
March 2022 Issue 7 

Welcome to the 7th Issue of Presbytery News 
This is a bimonthly ezine of news from across the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland,  
compiled by your Communications Officer, Dr. Sundari Joseph  
Tel: 07860 621934  Email: SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk  (Working days Tues-Thurs)  

 

March seems to be a month of farewells as we say goodbye to  

Rev.  Dr. Amy Bender; Rev. Susan Sutherland; Rev Michael Shewan and  

Rev. Mark Rodgers  and pay tribute to the life and work of  

Rev. Laurie Gordon 

Rev. Dr. Amy Bender worked as a proba-

tioner at Mannofield Church and part of the 

ministry team for Aberdeen West Churches. 

Amy left us to be ordained and inducted into 

the charge of Keith North, Newmill, Boharm 

and Rothiemay churches in the Presbytery of 

Moray. She says, “We joined St. Stephen’s 

congregation when we first visited Aberdeen in 

1994 and participated in that family of faith for 

many years. I have been privileged to serve 

various congregations during my time in Aber-

deen. The church has always been a source of 

encouragement for our family”. Amy has 

worked with primary pupils at Mile End and 

Heathryburn primary schools in Aberdeen. She 

entered full time education for her Bachelor of 

Divinity at the Univer-

sity of Aberdeen in 

2017. Amy was a 

corresponding mem-

ber for Aberdeen 

presbytery and felt 

this was an important 

part of her formation 

as a minster. She 

says, “Not only have I 

had excellent mentors from the presbytery as 

supervisors from discernment to probation, but 

I have benefitted from seeing how members of 

presbytery interact with each other-from giving 

tributes to those no longer with us to handling 

discussions about differing opinions in a re-

spectful way.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Read more about Amy’s story and her calling 

to ministry on our Website 

https:www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/

latest-news/mrs-amy-bender-leaves-us-for-

pastures-new/  

Keith North Church 

At a recent Presbytery meeting the moder-

ator wished her God’s blessing in her fu-

ture Ministry. Amy thanked Presbytery for 

their support during her training. 

mailto:SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://www.aberdeenshetlandphttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/mrs-amy-bender-leaves-us-for-pastures-new/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandphttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/mrs-amy-bender-leaves-us-for-pastures-new/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandphttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/mrs-amy-bender-leaves-us-for-pastures-new/
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As Aberdeen North Parish Ministers retire Ian Ingram, Presbytery Elder 

provides us with some insights on their ministries…... 

Susan was inducted to 

Mastrick Parish Church in 

June 2017 and  immedi-

ately set about getting to 

know the congregation 

and the wider parish, 

where her visits to mem-

bers – usually with a wee 

plant or a bunch of flow-

ers! -which brought a 

great deal of pleasure 

and comfort.  Mastrick 

congregation had been 

warned to expect a 

‘whirlwind ministry’ and welcomed that, partic-

ularly as it followed the previous ‘whirlwind 

ministry!’ Susan brought energy and enthusi-

asm, along with a determination to find the 

shortest and most straightforward route to 

achieving our goals. The Pop Up Café for pre-

school children and families, led by Teresa 

Broere and a team of volunteers, continued 

but more frequently and so were able to  offer 

a different type of ministry in the community. 

New kitchens were installed, funded wherever 

possible by external grants sourced by Susan, 

and so the weekly Welcome Café started life, 

staffed by volunteers from Mastrick and further 

afield; that too offered a different type of minis-

try, one which saw people queueing outside 

the church to get in, even on cold Wednes-

days! 

Outreach in the community also included giv-

ing away Christmas chocolates and Hot Cross 

buns at the shopping centre and these were 

accompanied by information about special 

worship services for Christmas and Easter 

and often resulted in people coming along, 

some for the first time since they had been in 

at a church service with their primary school,. 

It was clear that they enjoyed Susan’s talks 

and became accustomed to joining her ser-

vices. Weekly prayer meetings gave welcome 

opportunities for reflection in a more intimate 

setting, and proved a great support for local 

folks in addition to the lively and interesting 

worship led weekly by  

Susan.  

 

Michael was in-

ducted to Sum-

merhill Parish 

Church in No-

vember 2010, 

and in his time 

there served the 

congregation 

well. His preach-

ing reflected his 

faith and was often thought-provoking, and the 

weekly Zoom prayer group he established at 

the beginning of the pandemic was well re-

ceived, as were his services and visits to 

members in care homes. He also took a great 

interest in Summerhill’s monthly lunch club. 

A bit of a handy man, Michael often took on 

practical tasks around the church, and he or-

ganised annual bus trips for members of the 

congregation - driving the bus himself!  These 

brought members together and were enjoyed 

by all. Michael was a well-loved minister in 

Summerhill offering encouragement and sup-

port to the congregation and others in the par-

ish, particularly in times of trouble and mem-

bers describe the congregation as richly 

blessed in his ministry. 

The previously good relationships in local 

schools continued regularly seeing all the pu-

pils in a school marching along Greenfern 

Road with their harvest offerings or gifts for 

the church Christmas appeal and enthusiasti-

cally joining in all aspects of the service.  

Mastrick and Summerhill churches had been 

in a deferred union for a number of years, and 

so it was almost inevitable that the draft Pres-

bytery Plan in mid-2019 would seek to consoli-

date that union. This included Northfield 

church also, which along with the speedy 

timetable for achieving it, came as something 

of a surprise and a shock.  

However when representatives of all three 

congregations came together, of course they 

discovered there was much in common!  

Not only were we working towards this three-

way union which would have been tricky 

enough, but all of this was happening during 

the Covid pandemic!  Continued on page 3 

Rev. Susan  

Sutherland 

Rev. Michael Shewan 
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Ian says, “The Union came into being on 1st 

Feb 2021, despite the difficulties. After the 

three congregations were able to mark Easter 

with worship in their own churches, Sunday 

services moved to the Mastrick building and 

Susan and Michael encouraged everyone to 

settle in together as one congregation. 

Initially two services on a Sunday were need-

ed to comply with social distancing and so 

people had to book a seat – it was an encour-

aging sign to sometimes hang up a “house full” 

notice as people settled in to new routines, 

coming to a different building, and doing our 

best to get to know each other and our Minis-

ters – despite the masks!  

On-line Sunday and mid-week messages by 

both Susan and Michael supported and en-

couraged members and engaged hundreds of 

non-members, so much so that these continue 

even now that we are able to worship together. 

Susan and Michael led the united congrega-

tion positively during these early weeks and 

months, helping people  to cope with such a 

major change especially at a time of general 

upheaval, to understand and welcome the dif-

ferent traditions and customs of all three con-

gregations and to get to know each other 

through shared worship and importantly by 

sharing in teas/coffees afterwards. 

Worship services are shared between the Min-

isters bringing variety and challenging ideas, 

encouraging the congregation to look forward 

and work towards the kind of ‘church’ that we 

want to see. Of course, there have been diffi-

culties and no doubt there will be many chal-

lenges ahead of us.”   

“As we say goodbye and thank you to Susan 

and Michael, we also recognise their efforts to 

encourage us to ‘roll up our sleeves’ and step 

forward as individuals to tackle these challeng-

es – so that the kind of church we really want 

to see in the north-west of Aberdeen can be-

come a reality.” 

Aberdeen North Church’s 

work with children and fami-

lies has been able to re-start 

and develop further with the 

appointment of Claire Van 

Geete – and the Ministry 

team supported and encour-

aged much greater engage-

ment with children and their 

families, with schools and 

community centre, and es-

pecially with young people 

who feel there is little for 

them to do.  

 

 

 

The 1st union of churches in the Presbytery 

Thank you Susan and Michael for achiev-

ing the first example of church union in 

our Presbytery and paving the way for oth-

er church groupings to form successful 

unions.  

We pray God’s blessing on you as you 

move towards this new chapter of life. 

Ian Ingram, Presbytery 

Elder at Aberdeen 

North Parish Church 

gave thanks to Susan 

and Michael at a recent  

Presbytery Meeting 

Claire Van Geete- 

Child and Families 

Development 

Worker at Aber-

deen North Parish  
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 Farewell to Rev Mark Rodgers as Lead Healthcare Chaplain at NHS Grampian 

We say a huge 

thank you to Rev. 

Mark Rodgers for 

his years of ser-

vice as Lead 

Chaplain at NHS 

Grampian, provid-

ing spiritual care 

and support to pa-

tients, families and 

staff in often very 

difficult circum-

stances. 

Mark came to the 

Hospital Chaplain role in 2003 and was re-

cruited from a background of Parish ministry 

in the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and part-

time denominational Hospital Chaplaincy. 

Mark’s experience included Woodend Hospital 

and Aberdeen Royal Infirmary and taking up 

an important leadership role from 2012 when 

he managed a team of chaplains.  

He explains: “I became Lead Chaplain for 

NHS Grampian in succession to Rev. Fred 

Coutts, although still based in Aberdeen Royal 

Infirmary. I managed a team of Healthcare 

Chaplains that covered all the main hospital 

and healthcare sites across Grampian. It was 

a team of just under 11 full time staff, that was 

constantly changing over the years and I am 

grateful for the loyal support and endeavours 

of my colleagues down through those years. I 

am very grateful for the partnership of the 

Presbytery of Aberdeen and then the Presby-

tery of Aberdeen and Shetland, which contin-

ued in so many ways throughout those years. 

There was the support and prayers of Presby-

tery for the Healthcare Chaplaincy team down 

through the years, especially in the more re-

cent years of the Covid Pandemic. A very 

large proportion of our volunteers were drawn 

from the congregations of the Presbytery, be 

that Sunday Service escorts, Ward Volunteer 

visitors or Community Chaplaincy listeners in 

GP practices.  Many of our Memorial Services 

were hosted in Church buildings connected to 

Presbytery, such as the Annual Memorial ser-

vice for Adults who had died in the Aberdeen 

Hospitals in Queens Cross Church or the An-

nual Candle service for Children and Babies 

who died in Royal Aberdeen Children's’ Hos-

pital and Aberdeen Maternity Hospital that 

took place in High Hilton Church.” 

 
 
 

At a recent Presbytery Meeting, the 

Moderator paid tribute to the enor-

mous contribution Mark has made to 

Healthcare Chaplaincy and the sin-

cerity, dedication and commitment 

he gave to this role.  

 

We wish him a happy and relaxing 

retirement and we are pleased he will 

continue as a member of Presbytery.  

 

We look forward to working with his 

successor, Gillian Douglas and wish 

her well in her new post.  

Rev. Mark Rodgers– 

Lead Healthcare Chaplain 

NHS Grampian 

You can read more about Mark’s story 

on our website 

https://

www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk

/latest-news/farewell-to-rev-mark-

rodgers-lead-healthcare-chaplain-at-nhs-

grampian/ 

 

 

https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-newhttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/farewell-to-rev-mark-rodgers-lead-healthcare-chaplain-at-nhs-grampian/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-newhttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/farewell-to-rev-mark-rodgers-lead-healthcare-chaplain-at-nhs-grampian/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-newhttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/farewell-to-rev-mark-rodgers-lead-healthcare-chaplain-at-nhs-grampian/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-newhttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/farewell-to-rev-mark-rodgers-lead-healthcare-chaplain-at-nhs-grampian/
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-newhttps:/www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/farewell-to-rev-mark-rodgers-lead-healthcare-chaplain-at-nhs-grampian/
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It has been a challenging 2 years for the Boys’ 
Brigade but throughout the Covid-19 pandemic 
we have strived to deliver a programme of ac-
tivities for our young people to help them 
Learn, Grow and Discover; and to support our 
aim of advancing Christ’s Kingdom amongst 
those we have in our care. Our Battalion cur-
rently has 8 Companies that partner with 
Churches within Presbytery. 

From the outset of the pandemic the BB nation-
ally introduced a high quality ‘BB at Home’ pro-
gramme of activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

44th Company, Mannofield Parish Church on 
Zoom 

The weekly programme for each age group 
ranged from computer animation, cooking, dis-
covering a bible story through to spending a 
night outdoors camping in your own back gar-
den! It was a good way to engage with the 
youngsters and to let them know that the Bri-
gade was still thinking of them. As the lock-
down progressed many of our Companies held 
weekly or fortnightly meetings on Zoom, it was 
an opportunity to think a bit differently about 
how we reach young people and the ways in 
which we can increase participation. 

As restrictions eased we were able to meet 
outdoors, again an opportunity to try out new 
ideas and activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Companies met up for games in local 
parks, went for walks, went cycling, cooked 
outdoors etc. It was good to see everyone 
again, and offered a little bit of ‘normality’. 

Like all organisations, access to buildings has 
been an issue but the majority of our Compa-
nies have now returned ‘face to face’. The 
Boys Brigade’s Stronger-Safer-Together 
Framework has allowed us to complete the var-
ious risk assessments etc to ensure that we 
continue to deliver our programme of activities 
safely for everyone. 

Michael Aberdein, Captain at 46th Company 
says, “It has been great to see Companies 
slowly return to their usual meeting nights and 
seeing Boys and Girls progress in their badge-
work, as a Battalion we are now able to begin 
delivering courses and residentials that will 
support our advanced awards – the President’s 
and Queen’s Badges and to see young people 
rewarded for all of their hard work. We hope to 
continue to support our Churches through the 
outreach that the BB provides and welcome the 
chance to support and engage with Presby-
tery”. 

 

 

Captain Michael Aberdein, 46th Company, Aberdeen and District 
Battalion provides us with snapshots of Boys Brigade across our 
Presbytery during the Pandemic….. 

Cooking outdoors 

Campcraft 

Thank you to all our youth leaders for their 

innovative ways of working and keeping 

groups thriving during the pandemic. 

Photos used 

with  

permissions 
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Presbytery Snippets  
“Whose we are and Whom we serve.” 

Prayer squares at Whalsay Guild, President Helen Cruddis explains….. 

“We are a small Guild, of 18 mem-

bers, from Whalsay, a small island 

off the east coast of Shetland. We 

meet regularly and contribute as 

much and as often as we can to the 

Guild Projects enjoying fun and fel-

lowship as we go. Being a Shetland 

Guild, crafts like knitting, crochet are 

very much in evidence at every meeting and I must heap praise on the delicious home-bakes 

that come from every Whalsay kitchen. However, through the pandemic, when Guilds were 

not allowed to meet, we all kept in touch with each other by phone calls and I sent out letters, 

often including snippets from the Guild newsletters, prayers, teapot cards with teabags at-

tached (not my idea but pinched from another Guild) and in my January 2021 letter, a knitting 

pattern and a request from the Scottish Committee, for Prayer Squares to be given to dele-

gates at the International Meeting 2022 (World Day of Prayer). 298 prayer squares were re-

ceived and 300 posted off in February. From a small Guild came a huge effort to support oth-

ers and I would like to thank our members for all their hard work. Recently, I was honoured to 

present 4 of our members with long service certificates: for 61, 66, 70 and 79 years respec-

tively and we are still looking forward to more challenges in 2022.” 

Stef Fowler Youth Ministry Leader shares the 

Bin Twinning Project at St. Columba's Church  

Aberdeen….. 
In December the young people of the St Columba's 

Church, inspired by COP26, fundraised £138 to twin 

three of the church bins through Tearfund's charity Bintwin-

ning.org. They baked delicious fudge cookies and truffles 

to sell at the conclusion of the church services and raised 

their target. The church bins are now adorned with stickers 

detailing their twinning with the Sindh province, Pakistan. 

Pakistan was chosen due to the connection with our mis-

sionary partner Caroline White. The money raised will be 

used to support a three year project to set up rubbish collection 

services in three slum areas of Karachi and Hyderabad for the 

first time ever.  

Waste would otherwise be dumped in waterways polluting the ocean or is burnt, creating tox-

ic fumes that are inhaled by local residents. The Haryali Hubs (Haryali means green in Urdu) 

will provide door to door rubbish collection for 9,000 households creating employment for 

men and women who will take the rubbish away in handheld carts. This will reduce 216 

tonnes of waste per year from polluting the ocean and 13 tonnes every year being burnt. The 

project will also convert organic waste into high grade compost for local farmers and they will 

encourage the local government to improve its waste management.  

Thank you so much for your support of the young people and of the Bintwinning effort. If you 

would like to learn more about twinning your own bin you can find out more at  

bintwinning.org   

Photos used with permissions 

https://www.bintwinning.org/
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More Presbytery Snippets  

 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, Craigiebuckler Church, Ab-
erdeen 

A tree was dedicated in the Church Grounds 

to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. 

The tree was planted by Craigiebuckler and 

Seafield Community Council.  

The celebrations further include the Queen’s 

Green Canopy project, encouraging tree 

planting to celebrate Her Majesty's 70 years of service: https://

queensgreencanopy.org/   

Complimentary saplings are kindly being provided by the Woodland Trust; application details 

will soon be available online:  https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-

Celebrating the World Day of Prayer across Presbytery…….. 

The World Day of Prayer is truly a worldwide event and across Presbytery 

many churches engaged with the services, often uniting churches near and 

far. Pat Stapenhurst from the Aberdeen Committee, shares with us St. Ste-

phen’s Church’s experience of the event this year. The churches that 

joined St Stephens were Woodside Parish Church; Woodside Congrega-

tional Church and St Joseph's Catholic Church.  In attendance were minis-

ters from St Mary's Church of Scotland and St Machar's Cathedral. 

Pat says, "In the time that I have served 

on the Aberdeen Committee of the World 

Day of Prayer I have been impressed by 

the truly global nature of the movement. Each year the ser-

vice is prepared by Christian women from a different coun-

try.  In past years women from: Egypt; the Bahamas; Cuba; 

Philippines, Suriname, Slovenia, Zimbabwe; Vanuatu have 

taken part. I have felt privileged to have a glimpse into their 

lives and concerns. It is also good that each year a different church welcomes us into their 

community and we are able to work together. You will note that on the communion table 

there are 7 candles. These represent the 7 regions of the world in which World Day of Prayer 

is celebrated. The candles were lit at various points during the service as signs of hope.  

The 2022 service seemed much closer to home, being written by women in England, Wales 

and Northern Ireland (historically Scotland has always had a separate committee). But the 

service reminded us that there are people who feel excluded everywhere, including many liv-

ing among us.  There was also a positive message of hope, based on God's promises to us: 

"I know the plans I have for you". We were encouraged to seek ways to nurture this hope in 

our own communities. I found the service very prayerful, and very powerful when you reflect 

that the same prayers were being uttered all around the world on that day."   

http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk/ 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are also with the Ukrainian people 

as they face so many hardships right now 

https://queensgreencanopy.org/
https://queensgreencanopy.org/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk/
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Worship Leader and   

Preaching courses at  

University of Aberdeen 

Rev. Dr. Edmond Gatima, 

convenor of the Ministries 

and Resourcing Mission and 

Discipleship committee 

(MRMDC) and Rev. Dr. Ken 

Jeffrey from the Centre for 

Ministry Studies at the Uni-

versity of Aberdeen have 

worked together to bring 

about these courses for 

Presbytery members.  

The first course, on 

Worship Leading, ran 

last autumn and was at-

tended by eighteen stu-

dents. Classes were 

held live in the Mac-

Robert Building at the 

University, while participants from Shetland, 

and others from Gordon and Moray Presbyter-

ies, joined online.  

 

Ken Jeffery says, “The 

course went really well. The 

students participated very 

enthusiastically and at the 

end they completed a short 

assignment. Another six ses-

sion course  been well re-

ceived by fourteen students 

from across north east Scot-

land. Students have received 

support from small local groups within their 

congregations, while on completion of the 

courses they have been given a certificate by 

Christs College.  

It is hoped that local ministers and Kirk ses-

sions will provide opportunities for students 

who complete these courses to take part in 

services by leading worship and preaching”. 

Worship Leader and Elder, Mrs. Helen Cruddis 

from Shetland Parish has attended the Wor-

ship Leader Course and chose to continue with 

the Preaching Course.  

She says, 

“I am thoroughly enjoying the Aberdeen 

Preaching Course, held over Zoom on a fort-

nightly basis. I completed the first part ‘How to 

Lead Worship’ before Christmas and was en-

couraged by this to carry on to the Preaching 

Course. The sessions are very informative and 

interesting, and everyone is encouraged to 

contribute. The handouts are always full of in-

formation with many suggestions for where 

you can track down extra reading materials to 

further your understanding plus a comprehen-

sive bibliography of resources at the back. Ken 

is a great teacher who really encourages and 

supports his students. Although I have been 

taking services for a few years now, I have al-

ways shied away from preaching a sermon, 

preferring instead to use stories, poems, dra-

mas to put across my main ideas. Now I have 

the courage to give it a go. With congregations 

in Shetland being very supportive, hopefully, I’ll 

have a lot of practice and gain confidence in 

my preaching development skills. I was con-

cerned at first about doing an online class as 

my IT skills aren’t that great, but I now feel this 

is a brilliant way of learning and especially as 

you feel you are an actual part of the class with 

the full range of access that the in-person stu-

dents are having”. 

 

Helen Cruddis 

Wishing everyone who has completed 

these courses fulfilling experiences as 

they put their skills into practice 

Rev. Dr.  

Edmond  

Gatima 

Rev. Dr. Ken 

Jeffery 
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Tribute to the Rev Laurie Young Gordon 1927-2022 Licentiate in Theology by 

Rev. Jean Montgomerie 

Laurie was born in 

Dundee and after leav-

ing school in 1944 

aged 16 and served his 

time as a baker at Keil-

lor’s before being 

called up in 1945 for 

National Service in the 

RAF where he became 

a Telegraph Operator. 

In April 1947 he sailed 

for India. India made a 

huge impression on 

Laurie, witnessing the 

deprivation of the people there, and he deter-

mined that, on his return to Scotland he would 

find a way of spending his life helping people.  

His options seemed to be teaching or ministry 

and the call to ministry won through with Laurie 

going back to his baking skills to pay his way 

through a Licentiate in Theology at St Andrew’s 

University. From an early age, Laurie had a 

passion for films, and one day, on the road to 

the pictures, he took a different route where he 

met May Main, a Life Boy Leader who suggest-

ed he might come along to help out. He 

agreed, and it was there that he met Mabel 

Beats. After some time Laurie asked Mabel 

what she thought about being a minister’s wife!  

Mabel’s recollection is that she replied ‘It would 

depend on who the minister was!’ They were 

married on 9
th
 April 1958.  Laurie was still stud-

ying at St Andrew’s and had asked for the 

morning off. This was refused, so he went to 

Uni in the morning and rushed back to Dundee 

for his wedding at 3 p.m. Theirs was a close 

and happy marriage, blessed by the arrival of 

two daughters Alison and Christine. 

Laurie was ordained and inducted to the Pasto-

ral Charge of Kelty Oakfields in May of that 

year.  This was a happy ministry, with Laurie 

putting his principles of ministry into practice, 

love; charity; tolerance and service to all peo-

ple and all those in need. In 1968 Laurie was 

inducted to the Parish of John Knox 

(Mounthooly) where he served faithfully until 

his retirement in 1995.  Laurie and Mabel made 

a lasting impression on the congregation caring 

and sharing the love of Christ through worship 

and service, a ministry which he continued in 

retirement as Locum or Interim moderator at 

the North Church of St Andrew, Craigiebuckler, 

Denburn, Ruthrieston West and Kingswells.  

Such a rich ministry was not forgotten by the 

many who gathered for Laurie’s funeral on 16
th
 

February. At his request the funeral service 

was ably conducted by daughters Alison and 

Christine  and we were all the richer for our at-

tendance. 

Laurie was also a faithful Presbyter and Moder-

ator of Aberdeen Presbytery in 1986, and con-

tributing to Committee work, willing to speak 

his mind and always graciously with humour.  

Over these last years, Laurie and Mabel were a 

valued presence at our retired ministers and 

spouses monthly lunches where we put the 

world and the church to rights.  These occa-

sions were always enriched by Laurie’s breadth 

of knowledge, razor sharp wit and deep faith 

which pervaded all. 

 

Rev. Laurie Gordon 

At a recent Presbytery meeting Rev. 
Jean Montgomerie paid tribute to 
Laurie’s life and career. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Mabel, his beloved wife and soul-
mate, daughters Alison and Chris-
tine and the extended family as they 
remember a life well lived in the ser-
vice of Jesus Christ. 
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The Presbytery of Aberdeen 

and Shetland welcomed the 

current moderator of the Gen-

eral Assembly Lord Jim Wal-

lace of Tankerness QC and 

his wife Lady Rosie Wallace 

over the weekend of 11th-13th 

February 2022. On Friday 

11th February the Annual 

Presbytery Service was held 

at High Hilton Parish 

Church.  

The service was attended by 108 presbyters 

and their families and was at full capacity giv-

en the Covid regulations that were necessary. 

During this service 47 members from 12 con-

gregations were presented with long service 

certificates. Rev. Dr. John Ferguson, Presby-

tery Clerk said, “This was a very successful vis-

it and it was very encouraging that so many El-

ders were able to receive their Long Service 

Certificates in person from the Moderator. I 

found the Moderator’s sermon to be very ap-

propriate when he spoke about changes to 

Presbyteries in the future and also the fact that 

at the centre of Presbytery Planning for congre-

gations should be that of Mission.” 

 

 

 

Read the full story and see photos of those who 

received their certificates on our website:   

https:www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/

latest-news/the-moderator-of-the-general-

assembly-visits-aberdeen/  

Successful Visit by the Moderator of the General Assembly……… 

Lord Jim Wallace 

The Moderator 

with members 

of Presbytery  

at High Hilton 

Church 

 
This is your ezine-if you don’t see your church news then please 
get in touch and make sure you are in the next edition.  
Send your stories for the May edition  
by 5th May 22 to  
Sundari Joseph– Communications Officer 
SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk  

North East Presbyteries Conference 5th Feb– Church in 21stC 

Around 40 participants from the North East Presbyteries enjoyed 

hearing from Professor Tom Greggs, Marischal Chair of Divinity at 

the University of Aberdeen on the topics of ‘The breadth of salva-

tion in the people of God– how the church functions in the divine 

economy. Professor Greggs gave some practical examples and 

stimulated discussion. We heard from Rev. Dr. Julie Gittoes, Vicar 

of St. Mary’s and Christ Church (Hendon, London). She gave us 

her perceptions of ‘Generous Ecclesiology’ focussing on worship, 

mission, memory and hope in the morning and an illuminating ses-

sion on ‘This is my body– the church, world and kingdom’.  

Professor 

Greggs 
Rev. Dr. Julie 

Gittoes 

Another hybrid Presbytery meeting was held at Queens Cross Church, 

Aberdeen  on 3rd March with numerous speakers and Presbyters par-

ticipating in person and on Zoom.  

Attending in person was  Lesley Crerar translating into sign language. 
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