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   Presbytery News 
 May 2022 Issue 8 

Welcome to the 8th Issue of Presbytery News 
This is a bimonthly ezine of news from across the Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland,  

compiled by your Communications Officer, Dr. Sundari Joseph  
Tel: 07860 621934  Email: SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk   

 

Farewell to Rev. Scott Rennie- Queens Cross Church, Aberdeen 

After the Easter services at Queens 
Cross Church, Aberdeen, their minister 
for 13 years, Rev Scott Rennie, left for 
a new charge at Crown Court, Church 
of Scotland, London. His induction was 
on 5

th
 May 2022. At a recent Presby-

tery meeting tributes were paid for 
Scott’s faith and commitment to his 

congregation and he was praised for his 
achievements in this city church. Mr. Mike Leys, Session Clerk 
at Queens Cross Church spoke of his endearing leadership 
qualities, “It will be no surprise to you to hear that Scott is a man 
of faith, most publicly evidenced by his faith that Aberdeen Football Club will win more than two 
games in a row, will dominate the league in times to come, win every Scottish domestic compe-
tition there is, possibly all in the same season. But leaving that seemingly impossible achieve-

ment for the moment, and on behalf of our congregation I can say that 
our loss is Crown Court’s gain. In Scott they have chosen an inspired, 
and inspiring leader. Through his personal skills, his commitment to 
the congregation, his wisdom and his visible faith in action, we have 
been blessed to have a minister that continued the line of outstanding 
preachers that Queen’s Cross has had over the many years since the 
original congregation was established.”  
Scott thanked many of his congregation and responded by saying, “It 
has been the honour of my life to be their minister, and to serve here. I 
served here as young, thin and dark-haired probationer. Not only did 
they put their faith in me when they called me, but from there they 
trusted me in our endeavour to try and reshape congregational life to 
speak to the wider community of which we are part, and to better 
share Christ’s love in the community we love.”  

Continued on page 2 

Rev. Scott Rennie 

Presbytery Meeting March 22 

Scott speaking at Presbytery Meeting March 22 
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Scott has a deep conviction towards liberal theology, inclusion and 
openness.  As a result the church was able to welcome new members 
and visitors to Sunday worship, and under Scott’s direction with early 
adoption of modern technology, worship was made accessible to all.” 
During Scott’s ministry the congregation discovered what it means to 
be a church that is relevant to modern society, to find its place in the 
community knowing that it is continually evolving. Scott’s love for the 
city of Aberdeen where he was born and raised, spilled out into a wid-
er ministerial role. He was recently recognised for this contribution at 
a Civic Reception hosted by the Lord Provost, Barney Crockett.  

Mr. Crockett said: “Scott has made a 
unique contribution during the time 
that he has been the minister at 
Queen’s Cross Church. I am aware 

of the strength of feeling in the wider community about the im-
pact he has made and the civic event was a great opportunity to 
have a joyful celebration about what he has achieved and ex-
press thanks. It was a terrific event, there was real warmth there 
and I don’t think we have ever held one that people were so 
keen to come to.”   

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2022/
articles/lord-provost-hosts-civic-dinner-in-honour-of-aberdeen-
minister?fbclid=IwAR1O7h5_Wn8nRZ0Cd4hTqV3DLmSPhAupRCfvkZiXMxuddBy3zT1sVfLNwVg 

Scott’s calling to ministry came at a very early age. He says, 
“whilst growing up in Bucksburn, I was heavily influenced by the 
25th Aberdeen Company of the Boys Brigade and also in the 
Youth Fellowship at Newhills Parish Church. I felt called to the 
ministry from the age of 14, to the puzzlement of the school ca-
reer advisor and many others. I knew from that age I wanted to 
serve God with my life and vocation. The call of the young man 
Samuel in the Old Testament was a story that always resonated 

with me. The ways in which I think 
about God have changed markedly 
from those young days, with life experience and maturity reshaping 
my thoughts about God, but the life of Jesus continually inspires 
me more than ever to try and help people and make a difference 
for good and justice in the world.” As the Presbytery faces the chal-
lenges of change ahead, Scott spoke of his own perspectives on 
this providing encouragement to Presbytery members and his con-
gregation, “there is nothing surer than change, and change is nec-
essary, even if it is scary, and anxiety provoking at times.  It brings 
new and exciting possibilities with it. Queen’s Cross Church faces a 
very large change with the Presbytery Plan, alongside many other 
congregations, but in coming together with its sister churches, the 
church will be even better able to serve the community in which we 
all live. I know through working with my colleagues, whose friend-
ship and collegiality I have hugely appreciated and valued over the 
years, there are exciting possibilities for the years ahead together. 

That is true across the Presbytery. Yes, change is being brought through consolidation and finan-
cial necessity, but I really believe it is hastening a move that should have taken place years ago, 
and would have, happened had we had the courage to leave our congregational silos, and look 
forward in faith with our neighbours.”  You can read more on the Presbytery website: 
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/latest-news/farewell-to-rev-scott-rennie/ 
We wish Scott every blessing as he moves to settle in London and we pray that his minis-
try at Crown Court Church will be fruitful and filled with joy. 

Technology at Queens 

Cross Church enabling the 

first Hybrid Presbytery 

Meetings to be trialled 

here 

Rev Scott Rennie signs the visi-

tors book. Photo Credit Norman 

Adams, Aberdeen City Council 

Scott with fellow ministers in 

the grouping, 

L-R Scott, Rev. Robert 

Smith, Rev. Tanya Webster, 

Rev. Duncan Eddie 
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Palm Sunday with donkeys and Shetland ponies………... 

Aberdeen West churches got together on Palm Sunday at 

Countesswells Estate and conducted  ‘Forest Church’ com-

plete with donkeys and fun activities for families to enjoy.  

Ms. Angie Mutch, diaconate candidate on placement at Cults 

church led the event and was supported by a team of volun-

teers. Forest church is a concept bringing church outdoors 

and also involving people with creation. It is concerned with 

engaging with families and chil-

dren who may not usually attend 

church. The event at Countesswells was an outreach event for 

the people on the estate. It was attended by a number of fami-

lies who were quite new to Aberdeen. The donkeys arrived from 

‘Deeside Donkeys’ and activities were organised at tables in the 

play park. Children and their parents went on 

a walk with the donkeys leading and picked 

up items of grass and other things of interest 

to them along the way. The children made 

hand prints from these items. Other activities 

included planting sunflower seeds signifying 

new life coming from death. There were re-

freshments for all to enjoy and a message to 

end the session focussed on God’s message 

of love for His people and love for the world in 

which we live. You can see Forest Church in 

action by clicking on this YouTube link 

https://youtu.be/sEO7-vRT7jk 

After a gap of two years, St Columba's Church, Lerwick, Shetland was de-

lighted to team up again with St Magnus' Episcopal Church for their tradi-

tional Palm Sunday Parade. In the company of Nessa and Mary, two minia-

ture Shetland ponies, representatives from the two churches walked 

around The Knab at Lerwick waving palms, singing hymns, and stopping along the way for pray-

er. Worship was at St Columba's with Bishop Anne  Dyer, Rev. Neil Brice of St Magnus, and 

Rev. Fran Henderson of Shetland Church of Scotland. The Lerwick churches came together for 

a Good Friday Walk of Witness through the streets of of the town. This began at Lerwick Meth-

odist Church and finished with hot cross buns at St Magnus' Episcopal Church. 

https://youtu.be/sEO7-vRT7jk
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Tuesday 12th April Wednesday 13th  April 

Cafe Church– Midstocket 

Maundy Thursday  

14th April 

We celebrated 

a glorious 

Easter! 
Churches in Aberdeen 

worked with their church 

groupings to share  

services 
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Presbytery Snippets  

The Story of  the Cross at Bridge of Don Oldmachar Church 

Rev. Jim Weir  Interim Moderator dedicated 
the new cross at Bridge of Don, Oldmachar on 
Easter Sunday. He said, “An Easter Story in 
itself, the old cross was broken, it was taken 
down and rebuilt, it is reborn, we look up and 
we say hallelujah what a beautiful sight! ….A 
work of art, it’s the symbol of Easter; Christ 
died, He rose again… It will always represent 
the work that goes on in this parish…..We 
thank those who gave up their time, working 
away quietly in the background, asking no re-
ward other than the knowing that it is you we serve, let this cross be a symbol to all those who 
pass by, they pass by under Your protection”   
Click on this YouTube link for more details:  https://youtu.be/6zbD-EYb2ts  

A Service of Thanksgiving for Key Workers 

A Service of thanksgiving was held at Kirk of St. Nicholas church, Aberdeen recognising the 

work of Key Workers during the pandemic. The Reverend Hutton Steel (Acting Moderator, 

Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland) conducted the service, with key workers delivering 

readings. The Lord Provost of Aberdeen, Barney Crockett unveiled a commemorative stone 

in the churchyard. 

https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/news/commemorative-stone-unveiled-key-workers 

On Easter Sunday Brae and Ollaberry 

congregations joined together for their 

Easter day service in Nort Trow Communi-

ty Gardens in North Roe. They shared our 

Easter readings and praise together and 

then shared in a Easter Egg hunt and 

Easter goodies with tea and coffee.  

(Photo with permissions)  
                 https://www.northmavine.com/about/growing-local/local-grower-blog/nort-trow-community-garden 

 
Brae and Ollaberry Churches– Shetland 

https://youtu.be/6zbD-EYb2ts
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/news/commemorative-stone-unveiled-key-workers
https://www.northmavine.com/about/growing-local/local-grower-blog/nort-trow-community-garden
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News from the North East and Northern Isles Presbytery  

Buildings Officer– Rev. Ian Murray 

Ten months into the role of Buildings Officer for the North East and Northern Isles, and it’s 
been both challenging and hugely satisfying to experience how the job has developed.  

One of the key responsibilities is the preparation of condition survey reports (previously 
known as Quinquennial Reports). From the five Presbyteries, which now includes Orkney, I’m 
managing to undertake around one survey every two weeks.  That doesn’t sound like many, 
but in reality, there is a significant number of issues which come in on a day-to-day basis from 
right across the whole of the North East. Here’s just a few of the issues I’ve been involved in. 

Flat roofs are often problematic, particularly where the gradient is less than three degrees.  
Here at St Mary’s in King Street, Aberdeen, there are a number of problems with the zinc roof 
which has led to water ingress, rotten timbers, and damage to the internal 
plaster.  Being a listed building, we may have the added challenge of 
having to replace the existing zinc sheeting with like for like, or if possible, 
apply an epoxy resin coating to the entire roof, rendering it watertight. 
The latter would be considerably less costly and a much quicker repair.  

The care of redundant buildings is an issue we’re going to be increasingly 
faced with.  In Shetland we have one building which has been redundant 
for a great many years and recently, the question came up concerning 
public liability insurance. Unfortunately, we’re now faced with covering the 

cost of non-commercial rates and insurance for a building 
which has played no part in the life of the church for a long 
time. My role here is to liaise with local ministers, the Gen-
eral Trustees, the solicitors and the Church of Scotland 
Insurance Company, in order to explore a satisfactory so-
lution for a costly problem.  

Back in Aberdeen, the process of applying for planning in  
principle for the former parishes of Northfield, Summerhill  
and Garthdee continues. This has involved working with  
engineer’s reports concerning existing services and utili-
ties to the sites, topographical surveys concerning trees, 
and ecological surveys concerning wildlife. Working with  

David Murray Associates (Chartered Architects) and Aurora  
Planning, we’re close to submitting applications to Aberdeen  
City Planning Dept.  The rationale behind this process is to  
maximise the potential value of the sites and achieve the  
highest financial return when they are marketed for sale.  
As a result of the storm damage to church roofs, I occasion-
ally find myself up scaffolding towers. Where I used to wear a 
Geneva gown and clerical collar, I’ve swapped these for a hi-

vis jacket and a hard hat!  At 
Bervie Church, there was con-
cern that the entire roof would re-
quire re-slating, the problem be-
ing that on lifting one slate, sever-
al rows above would lift with it. Following closer inspection and 
wider consultation, it turns out that when the roof was re-slated 
around 20 years ago, instead of using the correct roofing clouts 
(nails), plaster board nails with smaller heads were used. The 
slates are actually in very good condition – it’s simply the wrong 
nails which have been used. Consequentially, there is no need to 
strip and re-slate the entire roof, but the ongoing maintenance will 
be more challenging.     Continued on Page 7 
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This is your ezine-if you don’t see your church news then please get in 
touch and make sure you are in the next edition.  
Send your stories for the July edition  
by 1st July 2022 to  
Sundari Joseph– Communications Officer 
 
SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 

Just a few of the recent issues I’ve been involved in. We are living 
through challenging and changing times in the Church, particularly in 
relation to the future of our buildings. In all of this, my role is to sup-
port local fabric conveners and property committees, assisting them 
in their care and maintenance of buildings to help ensure that our 
properties remain an asset to our mission and outreach.   
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch, email  
imurray@churchofscotland.org.uk or phone 0131 376 3647.   
Also check up on my NE Building Officer Facebook page to see 
where I am and what I’ve been up to.   
 Rev. Ian Murray 

Do you have skills in putting together your church 

newsletter? 

Do you use social media? 

Have you posted on Facebook or created a page or 

group on Facebook? 

Can you update a website? 

Can you create a short film clip? 

If you can answer ‘Yes’ to any of these questions 

please get in touch with your communications officer and let’s form a Presbytery Com-

munication Group to learn from each other and help others. 

Looking for your time and talents to join the ‘Presbytery Communications 

Team’ 

A Review of the Presbytery Year 2021-22 on film….. 

Have you checked out this brilliant video produced and presented by Rev. 

Peter Johnston, Ferryhill Church, Aberdeen and shown at the  

General Assembly? 

You can find it on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Np7xzrcoCUk 
 

And on the Presbytery website:  
https://www.aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.org.uk/

latest-news/a-review-of-the-presbytery-year-in-film/ 

Thank you to everyone who was in involved in developing this video 

mailto:SJoseph@churchofscotland.org.uk
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